
 
 
 
 
 

Feast of Saint Francis 
with Blessing of the Animals 

 

4th October 2026 
 

Saint Agnes’ Glen Huntly is a welcoming and hospitable faith community, celebrating 
God’s compassion and love for all. As an Anglo-Catholic church, our faith, worship 
and community life finds its ultimate expression in encounter with the Risen Christ in 
Scripture and Sacrament. Together we are committed to growing in spirituality and 
service as disciples of Jesus, glorifying God and serving our local community.  
 

You can find out more about us at www.saintagnes.org.au. 
 
 

 

The Anglican Parish of Saint John  
& Saint Agnes 
   114 Booran Road Glen Huntly VIC 3163 
   03 9571 6616 
   secretary@saintjohns.org.au 
 

REGULAR SERVICES 
 

Sunday  
   8:00am: Eucharist (Saint John’s) 	
   9:30am: Choral Eucharist (Saint John’s)  
   9:30am: Sung Eucharist (Saint Agnes’) 
   6:00pm:   Choral Evensong   
                   (Saint John’s, First Sunday) 
   6:00pm:   Evensong & Benediction 
                    (Saint John’s, Third Sunday) 
 

Weekday Eucharists 
   10:00am: Tuesday (Saint Agnes’) 
   10:15am: Friday (Saint John’s) 

Vicar 
   Fr. Alex Ross  
   0431 308 703 
   vicar@saintagnes.org.au 
   (Day-Off: Monday) 
 

Associate Clergy 
   Fr Marc Billimoria 
   Fr Ken Hewlett 
   Archdeacon Colleen O’Reilly 
   Fr Luke Hopkins  
 

Churchwardens 
   John Hooper 0416 185 005 
   Jane Fyfield 0412 543 545 
   Robert Buckmaster 0437 014 090 
 

Director of Music 
   Rowan Swarbrick 0401 268 269 

 

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians of this place and their stewardship of the 
land that now sustains us all and on which we worship the God of all Reconciliation and Hope   



GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 
Text marked with ¯ is sung to the Mass Setting by Michael Dudman. The symbol X 
indicates where the Sign of the Cross is customarily made.  
 
Please stand when the bells are rung. 
 

THE ANGELUS 
 
The bell strikes three sets of three 
 
The angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary: 
And she conceived by the Holy Ghost.  [Luke 1:26-56] 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,  [Luke 1:28] 
Blessed art thou among women  
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus:  [Luke 1:42] 
Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord: 
Be it unto me according to thy word.  [Luke 1:38] 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace… 
 
And the Word was made flesh: 
And dwelt among us.  [John 1:14] 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace… 
 
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God: 
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.  
 
The bell strikes nine times during the Collect 
 
 



Let us pray.  
 
We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts; that, as we have 
known the incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, 
so by his X cross and passion we may be brought unto the glory of his 
resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 [Book of Common Prayer, 1662] 
 

OPENING HYMN 
 

1. All creatures of our God and King, 
lift up your voice and with us sing 
  alleluia, alleluia; 
O burning sun with golden beam, 
and silver moon with softer gleam, 
  O praise him, O praise him, 
  alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 
4. Dear mother earth, who day by day 
unfold rich blessings on our way, 
  O praise him, alleluia! 
All flowers and fruits that in you grow, 
let them his glory also show; 
  O praise him…  
 
5. And everyone of tender heart, 
forgiving others, take your part, 
  O praise him, alleluia! 
All who long pain and sorrow bear 
praise God and on him cast your care; 
  O praise him…  
 
6. And you, most kind and gentle death, 
waiting to hush our latest breath, 
  O praise him, alleluia! 
You lead to heaven the child of God, 
and Christ our Lord the way has trod: 
  O praise him… 



7. Let all things their Creator bless, 
and worship him in humbleness; 
  O praise him, alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
and praise the Spirit, Three in One: 
O praise him, O praise him, 
  alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

Based on ‘Laudato sia Dio mio Signore’ 
the ‘Canticle of the Sun’ of Francis of Assisi 1182-1226 

by William Henry Draper 1855-1933 alt 
TIS 100 

 
X In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Silence is held as we gather our hearts and minds into the presence of God 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.’ Jesus said ‘This is the great and first 
commandment. And the second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ 
 
We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. Let us then run our race, 
laying aside every weight and bringing our sins to the Lord in penitence and 
faith. 



Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours 
as ourselves; we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive 
us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
¯Lord, have mercy. 
    Christ, have mercy. 
    Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
X pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GLORIA 
 

¯Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
   almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, here it is customary to make a slight bow  
we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, here it is customary to make a slight bow  
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
   you take away the sin of the world: 
   have mercy on us; 
   you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
Here it is customary to bow for the duration of the words ‘receive our prayer’  
   receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
   you alone are the Lord, 
   you alone are the Most High 
   Jesus Christ, here it is customary to make a slight bow  
   with the Holy Spirit,  
   in the X glory of God the Father. Amen. 



THE COLLECT 
 
Most High, Omnipotent, Good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce 
gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, 
we may, for love of you, delight in your whole creation with perfectness of 
joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please sit. 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING 
 
A reading from the Prophet Micah [6.6-8] 
 
‘With what shall I come before the Lord, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 
 

 [8:4-10] 
 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers: 
the moon and the stars which you have set in order, 



What are we, that you should be mindful of us: 
what are we, that you should care for us? 

Yet you have made us little less than gods: 
and have crowned us with glory and honour. 

You have given us dominion over your handiwork: 
and have put all things in subjection beneath our feet, 

All sheep and oxen: 
and all the creatures of the field, 

The birds of the air and the fish of the sea: 
and everything that moves  
in the pathways of the great waters. 

O Lord our Governor: 
how glorious is your name in all the earth! 
 

SECOND READING 
 
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians. [6.14-18] 
 
May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is 
everything! As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, 
and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 
 
From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus 
branded on my body. 
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and 
sisters. Amen. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. A Gradual hymn is sung 
 
 
 
 



GRADUAL HYMN 
 

1. Come let us join our cheerful songs 
with angels round the throne; 
ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
but all their joys are one. 
 
2. ‘Worthy the Lamb that died,’ they cry, 
‘to be exalted thus’; 
‘Worthy the Lamb,’ our lips reply, 
for he was slain for us.  
 
3. Jesus is worthy to receive 
honour and power divine; 
and blessings more than we can give, 
be, Lord, for ever thine.  
 
4. Let all creation join in one 
to bless the sacred name 
of him that sits upon the throne, 
and to adore the Lamb. 
 

Isaac Watts 1674-1748 
TIS 204 

 
Please turn to face the Book of the Gospels. 
 

GOSPEL 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? Alleluia. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke. [12:22-34] 
Here it is customary to trace three small crosses on the forehead, lips and heart 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they 
neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God 
feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And can any 
of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If then you are 
not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the 
rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if 
God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little 
faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to 
drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive 
after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, 
strive for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 
 
‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no 
thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

THE SERMON 
 
The Sermon is followed by a time of silence followed by a musical reflection 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
Let us together stand to affirm the faith of the Church. 
 
We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord,  



Jesus Christ, here it is customary to make a slight bow  
   the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 
   God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
   of one being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven, 
Here it is customary to make a low bow from the waist until ‘…became truly human’  
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 
   the living and the dead 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son 
   is worshipped here it is customary to make a slight bow  
   and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the X resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church. 
 
Prayers are offered for the Church and for the world. Each petition ends with… 
 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.  



The final petition for all the faithful departed ends… 
 
Rest X eternal grant to them, O Lord:  
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
May they rest in peace:  
and rise in glory. 
 
The prayers of intercession may conclude with this final prayer, after which all stand 
 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.  
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
All stand. 
 

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 
The animals are presented before the priest, who prays this blessing 
 
May you be blessed  
in the Name of God who created you,  
Father, X Son, and Holy Spirit, 
and may those you share and enjoy your lives with  
be fulfilled by the joy you bring them.  
God, our Creator,  
help us to love all creatures  
great and small,  
all animals as our partners on Earth,  
all birds as messengers of praise,  
and all small beings as expressions  
of your mysterious design and signs of hope. Amen. 
 

GREETING OF PEACE 
 
We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of God, through 
Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace to those who were far off 
and those who were near. 



The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
We greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
A collection is taken to support the life and mission of the parish. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN 

 
All things bright and beautiful, 
all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful, 
the Lord God made them all.  
 
Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings, 
He made their glowing colours, 
He made their tiny wings: 
All things bright and beautiful, 
all creatures great and small… 
 
The purple-headed mountain, 
The river running by, 
The sunset and the morning, 
That brightens up the sky: 
All things bright and beautiful, 
all creatures great and small… 
 
The tall trees in the greenwood, 
The meadows for our play, 
The rushes by the water, 
To gather every day; 
All things bright and beautiful, 
all creatures great and small… 
 



He gave us eyes to see them, 
and lips that we might tell 
how great is God almighty, 
who has made all things well: 
All things bright and beautiful, 
all creatures great and small… 

 
Cecil Frances Alexander 1818-95 

TIS 135 / NEH 264 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION 
 
The Lord be with you. 
    And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  
    We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The priest continues in thanksgiving… 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
¯Holy, holy, holy Lord, here it is customary to make a low bow from the waist 
    God of power and might, 
    Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
¯Blessed X is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The priest continues with the prayer of consecration… 
 
 



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
¯Christ has died. 
    Christ is risen. 
    Christ will come again. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues… 
 
… we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise: 
 
¯Blessing and honour and glory and power 
    are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray: 
 
¯Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND COMMUNION 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
 
We who are many are one body: 
For we all share in the one bread. 
 
A period of deep silence is held with silent adoration before the Blessed Sacrament.  
The priest breaks the bread while the Agnus Dei is sung  
 
¯O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
    have mercy on us. 
    O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
    have mercy on us. 
    O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
    grant us peace. 



Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
All baptised Christians who seek Christ in this sacrament are invited to receive Holy 
Communion. Anyone is welcome to receive a blessing instead.  
 
Notices may be given here, after which please stand.  
 
The priest prays this post-communion prayer 
 
Merciful God, who gave such grace to your servant Francis that he served 
you with singleness of heart and loved you above all things: help us, whose 
communion with you has been renewed in this sacrament, to forsake all 
that holds us back from following Christ and to grow into his likeness 
from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and glory. 

 
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

 
The priest pronounces the blessing 
 
God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal foundations, bring you, 
with all the saints, to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city; here it is 
customary to bow, or genuflect on the left knee and the blessing of God almighty, X 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN 
 
1. Make me a channel of your peace.  
Where there is hatred let me bring your love; 
where there is injury, your pardon, Lord; 
and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.  
  O Master, grant that I may never seek 
  so much to be consoled as to console, 
  to be understood as to understand, 
  to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 
 
2. Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope; 
where there is darkness, let me bring your light; 
and where there’s sadness, ever joy. 

O Master, grant that I may never seek 
 so much to be consoled as to console, 
 to be understood as to understand, 
 to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

 
3. Make me a channel of your peace.  
It is in pardoning that we pardoned, 
in giving of ourselves that we receive, 
and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
 

Based on an anonymous French prayer, 
this version by Johann Sebastian Templehoff (‘Sebastian Temple’) 1928-97 

TIS 607 
 

The organist plays the Postlude 
 

Please join us for Morning Tea. 
 
 
 

 
 

 



SATURDAY, 24 OCTOBER 2026
9:30AM – I:00 PM

St Martin’s Anglican Chuch
27 Cromwell Road, Hawksburn
(corner Cromwell Road and Wilson Street)

Homemade cakes
Jams, Marmalades, Chutneys &
Pickles

Devonshire tea
Children’s Lucky dip
Quality pre-loved treasures
Plants for sale
Raffle Prizes 

Come and join us for a delightful day of fun, food, and fellowship at our Church
Fair. Enjoy a warm welcome, support your local church, meet your local

community, and have fun with your family and friends!

Faith and Fun all in one!

ST MARTIN’S CHURCH
SPRING FAIR

WHAT'S ON

All proceeds will support the St Martin’s
Emergency Relief Fund!







NEWS & NOTICES 
 

 

BROWN BAGS FOR WEEKEND PANTRY 
Thank you to all those who have provided brown bags for our Weekend Pantry 
outreach! We have a sufficient quantity at present so have paused accepting 
further donations for the time being. We are really grateful for all the donations 
and will let people know when we need more. 
 

 

SAINT AGNES’ WEEKLY PARISHIONER COFFEE MORNING 
All are invited to join a group of parishioners who meet each week on Thursdays 
at 11am at Whyte’s Café on Glen Huntly Road for coffee and a catch up. It 
provides a point of connection and support for those who may need it as well as 
to simply share in fellowship. All are welcome and invited – please come along! 
 
 

DEDICATION FESTIVAL – SAINT AGNES’ – 15 NOVEMBER 9:30AM 
All are invited to a special Joint Parish Eucharist at Saint Agnes’ on 15 November 
as we will celebrate our Dedication Festival at 9:30am. This is a special service 
when those with various connections with Saint Agnes’ throughout the 
generations are invited back and is followed by a sumptuous lunch. Please do 
come along to support and invite someone to celebrate together with us! 
 
 

DONATE TO SAINT AGNES’ GLEN HUNTLY 
If you would like to make a donation to support the mission and  
ministry here at Saint Agnes’ Glen Huntly, scan the QR Code: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

www.saintagnes.org.au 


