
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
(Laetare Sunday) 

 

15th March 2026 
 

Saint Agnes’ Glen Huntly is a welcoming and hospitable faith community, celebrating 
God’s compassion and love for all. As an Anglo-Catholic church, our faith, worship 
and community life finds its ultimate expression in encounter with the Risen Christ in 
Scripture and Sacrament. Together we are committed to growing in spirituality and 
service as disciples of Jesus, glorifying God and serving our local community.  
 

You can find out more about us at www.saintagnes.org.au. 
 
 

 

The Anglican Parish of Saint John  
& Saint Agnes 
   114 Booran Road Glen Huntly VIC 3163 
   03 9571 6616 
   secretary@saintjohns.org.au 
 

REGULAR SERVICES 
 

Sunday  
   8:00am: Eucharist (Saint John’s) 	
   9:30am: Choral Eucharist (Saint John’s)  
   9:30am: Sung Eucharist (Saint Agnes’) 
   6:00pm:   Choral Evensong   
                   (Saint John’s, First Sunday) 
   6:00pm:   Evensong & Benediction 
                    (Saint John’s, Third Sunday) 
 

Weekday Eucharists 
   10:00am: Tuesday (Saint Agnes’) 
   10:15am: Friday (Saint John’s) 

Vicar 
   Fr. Alex Ross  
   0431 308 703 
   vicar@saintagnes.org.au 
   (Day-Off: Monday) 
 

Associate Clergy 
   Fr Marc Billimoria 
   Fr Ken Hewlett 
   Archdeacon Colleen O’Reilly 
   Fr Luke Hopkins  
 

Churchwardens 
   John Hooper 0416 185 005 
   Jane Fyfield 0412 543 545 
   Robert Buckmaster 0437 014 090 
 

Director of Music 
   Rowan Swarbrick 0401 268 269 

 

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians of this place and their stewardship of the 
land that now sustains us all and on which we worship the God of all Reconciliation and Hope   



GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 
Before the service the organist plays ‘Ich ruf’ zi dir, Herr Jesu Christ’ (O Lord my God, 
I cry to Thee) by J. S. Bach. Text marked with ̄  is sung to the Mass Setting by Michael 
Dudman. The symbol X indicates where the Sign of the Cross is customarily made.  

 
LENT PROSE  

 
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against thee. 
4. Sins oft committed now we lay before thee :  
with true contrition, now no more we veil them :  
grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution. 
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against thee. 
 

Attende 
NEH 507 

 
Please stand when the bells are rung.  
 

OPENING HYMN 
 

1. Blest are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see our God; 
the secret of the Lord is theirs, 
their soul is Christ’s abode. 
 
2. The Lord who left the heavens 
our life and peace to bring, 
to dwell with us in lowliness, 
our pattern and our King: 
 
3. still to the lowly soul 
he will himself impart, 
and for his cradle and his throne 
chooses the pure in heart. 



4. Lord, we your presence seek; 
this blessing now renew: 
give us a pure and lowly heart, 
a temple fit for you. 

 
John Keble 1792-1866 (vv. 1, 3) and others 

TIS 448 
 

X In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Silence is held as we gather our hearts and minds into the presence of God 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.’ Jesus said ‘This is the great and first 
commandment. And the second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ 
 
Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we have 
rebelled and wandered far off. Let us then ask for mercy, confessing our sins 
in penitence and faith. 
 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours 
as ourselves; we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive 
us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



¯Lord, have mercy. 
    Christ, have mercy. 
    Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
X pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECTS 
 
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of 
our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make 
known your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made, and 
forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: create and make in us new and 
contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, may receive from you, the God of all mercy, perfect 
remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Please sit. 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING 
 
A reading from the First Book of Samuel. [16.1-13] 
 
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; 
I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a 
king among his sons.’ Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will 
kill me.’ And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come 
to sacrifice to the Lord.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 
what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to 



you.’ Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The 
elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come 
peaceably?’ He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; 
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s 
anointed is now before the Lord.’ But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look 
on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’ Then Jesse called Abinadab, 
and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen 
this one.’ Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has 
the Lord chosen this one.’ Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, 
and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of these.’ Samuel 
said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and 
bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.’ He sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 
handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day 
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 

 
 [23] 
 
The Lord is my shepherd: 
therefore can I lack nothing. 

He will make me lie down in green pastures: 
and lead me beside still waters. 

He will refresh my soul: 
and guide me in right pathways for his name’s sake. 

 



Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: 
for you are with me, your rod and your staff comfort me. 

You spread a table before me 
in the face of those who trouble me: 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup shall be full. 

Surely your goodness and loving-kindness 
will follow me all the days of my life: 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 
SECOND READING 

 
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. [5.8-14] 
 
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 
children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful 
even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by 
the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, 
‘Sleeper, awake! 
    Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.’ 
 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. A Gradual hymn is sung 
 

GRADUAL HYMN 
 

God be in my head and in my understanding; 
God be in my eyes and in my looking; 
God be in my mouth and in my speaking; 
 
 



God be in my heart and in my thinking; 
God be at my end and at my departing. 
 

Richard Pynson’s ‘Horae BVM’ 
Sarurn 1514 

TIS 549 
 

Please turn to face the Book of the Gospels. 
 

GOSPEL 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory. 
‘I am the light of the world,’ says the Lord;  
‘those who follow me will have the light of life.’  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John. [9:1-41] 
Here it is customary to trace three small crosses on the forehead, lips and heart 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 
‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so 
that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him 
who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long 
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ When he had said this, he 
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means 
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbours 
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were 
saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ But 
they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ He answered, 
‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go 



to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’ They 
said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 
 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now 
it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then 
the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said 
to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ Some of 
the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?’ And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do 
you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 
 
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked 
them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was 
born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know 
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be 
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 
 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they 
said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ He 
answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?’ Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ The 
man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen 
to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his 
will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the 
eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing.’ They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you 
trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out. 



Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, 
‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell 
me, so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and 
the one speaking with you is he.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he 
worshipped him. Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that 
those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 
blind.’ Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we 
are not blind, are we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not 
have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

THE SERMON 
 
The Sermon is followed by a time of silence and a musical reflection as the organist plays 
‘Elevation’ by Alexandre Guilemant. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
Let us together stand to affirm the faith of the Church. 
 
We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord,  
Jesus Christ, here it is customary to make a slight bow  
   the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 
   God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
   of one being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven, 
Here it is customary to make a low bow from the waist until ‘…became truly human’  
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 



   and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 
   the living and the dead 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son 
   is worshipped here it is customary to make a slight bow  
   and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the X resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church. 
 
Prayers are offered for the Church and for the world. Each petition ends with… 
 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.  
 
The final petition for all the faithful departed ends… 
 
May they rest in peace: and rise in glory. 
 
All stand. 
 

GREETING OF PEACE 
 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has given us access to his grace.      



The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
We greet each other with a sign of peace. 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
A collection is taken to support the life and mission of the parish. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN 

 
1. Robe yourself, my soul, in gladness, 
leave sin’s gloomy den of sadness, 
come where God in light is waiting, 
come, begin the celebrating! 
For the Lord brings me salvation, 
issues me his invitation; 
God most holy comes to win me, 
comes from heaven to live within me.  
 
2. Quickly let me go to meet him, 
like a bride run out to greet him. 
With his grace he stands there knocking; 
let me now, my doors unlocking, 
open wide the way before him, 
say to him, as I adore him: 
Come, dear Lord, let me receive you, 
do not let me ever leave you.  
 
3. How I hunger, loving Saviour, 
for your goodness and your favour! 
Often has my heart been burning; 
for this food have I been yearning, 
often thirsting for refreshing 
in this cup of life and blessing, 
given by him who here invites us, 
and to God himself unites us.  



4. All our thinking, as we ponder, 
cannot comprehend this wonder, 
that this living bread is boundless 
though the people fed are countless, 
and that Christ his blood is giving 
with the wine we are receiving. 
What a mystery, of God’s planning, 
past all human understanding!  
 
5. Jesus, sun of life, my splendour, 
Jesus, joy, and friend most tender, 
Jesus, source of all my being, 
all my thoughts and actions seeing: 
at your feet I fall before you; 
make me worthy to enjoy you 
in this feast that you have given 
as my food, the food from heaven.  
 
6. Jesus, bread of life, I pray you, 
let me cheerfully obey you, 
and accept your invitation 
for my good, not condemnation. 
Let me eat this supper, knowing 
what great love, Lord, you are showing. 
Now on earth these gifts you give me, 
as your guest in heaven receive me.  
 

Johann Franck 1618-77 and others 
TIS 503 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION 

 
The Lord be with you. 
    And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  
    We lift them to the Lord. 
 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The priest continues in thanksgiving… 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
¯Holy, holy, holy Lord, here it is customary to make a low bow from the waist 
    God of power and might, 
    Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
¯Blessed X is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The priest continues with the prayer of consecration… 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
¯Christ has died. 
    Christ is risen. 
    Christ will come again. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues… 
 
… we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise: 
 
¯Blessing and honour and glory and power 
    are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray: 
 
¯Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 



time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND COMMUNION 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
 
We who are many are one body: 
For we all share in the one bread. 
 
A period of deep silence is held with silent adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. The 
priest breaks the bread while the Agnus Dei is sung  
 
¯O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
    have mercy on us. 
    O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
    have mercy on us. 
    O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
    grant us peace. 
 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
All baptised Christians who seek Christ in this sacrament are invited to receive Holy 
Communion. Anyone is welcome to receive a blessing instead.  
 
Notices may be given here, after which please stand.  
 
The priest prays the post-communion prayer, followed by 
 
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and glory. 

 
 
 



BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 
The priest pronounces the blessing 
 
Christ our Saviour draw you to himself, that you may find in him crucified 
a sure ground for faith, a firm support for hope and the assurance of sins 
forgiven; here it is customary to bow, or genuflect on the left knee and the blessing of 
God almighty, X the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
 

1. O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer’s praise, 
the glories of our God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace!  
 
2. Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 
that bids our sorrows cease; 
such music in the sinner’s ears 
is life, and health, and peace. 
 
3. He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
he sets the prisoner free; 
his blood can make the foulest clean, 
his blood availed for me.  
 
4. He speaks, and listening to his voice 
new life the dead receive, 
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 
the humble poor believe. 
 
5. Hear him, you deaf; his praise, you dumb, 
your loosened tongues employ; 



you blind, behold your Saviour come; 
and leap, you lame, for joy!  
 
6. My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad 
the honours of your name. 

 
Charles Wesley 1707-88 alt 

TIS 210 
 
The organist plays the Postlude, ‘Schmücke Dich, O Liebe Seele’ (Robe Yourself in 
Gladness) by Johannes Brahms. 
 

Please join us for Morning Tea. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEWS & NOTICES 
 
 

ELECTION OF SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES 
The Vicar has received a mandate from the Archbishop of Melbourne directing 
him to invite the Electors of the Parish to proceed to the election of two Lay 
Representatives and one Alternate Lay Representative in preparation for the 
Fifty-Fifth Synod of the Diocese of Melbourne. Accordingly, an Election is to 
be held on Sunday 19th April. Nominations for Lay Representative and Alternate 
Lay Representative must be given to the Vicar before 8am on Sunday 12th April. 
Nomination Forms are available from the Vicar. If you would like to nominate 
somebody, or be considered for nomination, please speak with the Vicar.  
 
 

LISTENING IN LENT – AN INVITATION FROM THE ARCHBISHOP 
The Archbishop of Melbourne is inviting all people in the Diocese to participate 
in a season of ‘Listening in Lent’, inviting all churches and communities to listen 
together as part of one shared Anglican family. During Lent, we are being invited 
to create space to listen for what God is saying about our shared life and future 
as the Anglican Church. This listening takes place through individual reflections 
and locally facilitated conversations, using a small set of shared diocesan 
questions. The purpose of Listening in Lent is to gather prayerful insights from 
across many different contexts, so they can be held together and contribute to 
wider diocesan discernment. What is shared during this season will help shape 
understanding, prayer, and direction in the seasons that follow. All parishioners 
are encouraged to participate in this process by visiting the ‘Listening in Lent’ 
webpage and completing the questionnaire which can be found at: 
www.melbourneanglican.org.au/listening-in-lent/  
 
 

LENTEN STUDIES – WEDNESDAYS 6:30PM AT ST AGNES’ HOUSE 
The Lenten programme for this year has been published and includes details of 
the Lenten Study being offered this year focusing on ‘The Way of Blessedness’, 
reflecting on Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, led by Fr Marc Billimoria. All are 
welcome to join on Wednesday evenings in Lent at 6:30pm at Saint Agnes’ 
House, 116 Booran Road, Glen Huntly. 
 
 

DAILY OFFICES DURING LENT 
This Lent you can commit – as best you are able – to praying the ‘Daily Office’ 
– Morning and Evening Prayer – each day from Monday to Friday at 9:15am and 
4:45pm in the Church. Come along and join us for as many days as you are able.  
 

 

http://www.melbourneanglican.org.au/listening-in-lent/















